
ollowing the formation of the Pipe
Club of Great Britain in October 1969,
the Pipe Club Of London was formed

on 23 February 1970. It was the first club
under the parent wing of the PCGB.

In the autumn of 1969, one man in seven
was a pipesmoker –slogans such as “men of
action smoke pipes” and “the successful man
smokes a pipe” abounded in smoking
literature and the second issue of Pipe Line
magazine, winter 69/70, contained an article
by Mr Alfred Dunhill entitled “The Making of  
a Perfect Pipe.”

The inaugural meeting of PCOL was
held at the Paviours Arms tavern in
Page Street, London and 45
persons, of whom 95% had
connections with the pipe and tobacco
trades, became founder members.

The first Chairman was the actor Rupert
Davies, who played George Simenon’s
Inspector Maigret in the long running BBC TV
series and was elected the first Pipeman Of
The Year. The annual subscription was fixed
at £1.25. A general meeting was held on 26
October 1970, which 42 members attended. 
   
A ceremonial poignard, or dagger, made by
the Wilkinson Sword Company, was
presented to the club as a competition
trophy. The club in turn, with the donor’s
permission, presented it to PCGB for
perpetual use as a club trophy in inter-club
smoking competitions. With the eventual
demise of PCGB in October 1978, this
historic trophy is now held by the famous
tobacconists J J Fox and Robert Lewis, 19
St. James’s Street, London in the small
museum at the rear of their premises.
When you are next in London, be sure to
visit this very interesting venue, which has

records of Winston Churchill’s cigar orders
amongst many fascinating exhibits. At this
same meeting, a pipesmoking competition
was held against the Cambridge University
Smoking Society. PCOL won and was
presented the poignard mentioned earlier. 

At the annual general meeting on 5 April
1971, the presence of one of the
Pensioners of the Royal Hospital, Chelsea
(the home for retired ex-servicemen in
London) was noted. The club offered free
membership to all pipesmoking residents of
that hospital, and their colourful and

distinctive uniforms made a
splendid addition to the attendant
members.

In the summer of 1971 Pipe Line
magazine announced a prize of £1000 for
Britain’s Champion Pipe Man, in the first
ever National Pipesmoking Competition.
Contestants were to be decided following a
series of regional heats conducted by local
pipe clubs. That year PCGB gained its
3000th member with 35 local clubs.

Three members from PCOL represented the
UK at the Second European Pipe Smoking
Championship held in Metz, France
amongst a total of 41 competitors. Times
recorded for the UK were 56m 45 secs;
44m 40 secs; and 50m 40 secs
respectively, but were overshadowed by
the winning time of 2 hours, 51 m 5
seconds. Protests were received from
Germany in that it was alleged that the
winner and the Italian runner-up had not
truly smoked – a tamper shuffling
syndrome was already rearing its ugly
head. The Comite International des
Pipe-Club Europeens stated that it was
confident that the rules could be suitably
amended to prevent a recurrence of this
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situation in future events. This was to be an
optimistic view.

The First National Pipe Smoking Champion-
ship in the UK produced a winning time of
107m 58 secs, smoking a clay pipe. This
was a new PCGB record. At a subsequent
PCOL function, the flamboyant Member of
Parliament Lord Shinwell was the principal
guest. He was presented with a meer-
schaum pipe, and granted honorary
membership of the club.

A coach party of 25 PCOL competitors and
supporters left Southampton for Le Havre
and the long journey by road across France
to take part in the World Pipe Smoking
Championship in St Claude on 13 October.
The competition had nearly 200
competitors and 1000 supporters.

10 November 1973 saw the first and only
pipesmoking competition between PCOL and
the Pipe Club of Australia. This was achieved
via Quantas Airlines supplying the radio link
and Alfred Dunhill Limited who made
available their own boardroom in Jermyn
Street, London, wherein the radio link could
be set up and the competitors from PCOL
could do battle. Alas, despite the provision of
a number of very handsome prizes, the
Aussies beat the Londoners hands down!
Perhaps it was due to the antipodeans
smoking on the Friday evening (their time) in
a pub with copious amounts of beer available,
whilst in London (local time) at 09.30 on a
Saturday, the only refreshment was soft
drinks and coffee supplied by the hosts.

Pipe Line No 36 had the headline
“Farewell!” and contained the sad news
that PCGB was to close down on December
31 1978. Pipe Line No. 38 contained a
history of Geoffrey Sim’s Pipes, together
with the news of the launch of F.O.R.E.S.T.
(The Freedom Organisation for the Right to
Enjoy Smoking Tobacco) by the then
Chairman, Sir Christopher Foxley-Norris,
GCB,DSO on 18th June 1979. 

On 5 September, a party of 20 German
members attended the club’s meeting at

the London Scottish Sergeants’ Mess, to be
enthralled by a member giving a talk in
German on the production of James
Upshall’s handmade pipes. The Londoners
had previously had the experience of the
same talk (in English!) on an earlier
occasion. The manufacturer had brought
with him some machinery, with which to
display the art and skills of pipemaking  
and the floor of the Mess was soon covered
with chips and shavings of briar. This
meeting was one of the Club’s highlights   
of the previous 2 years.

In that year, according to Pipe-Line No 46,
there were 2.5 million pipe smokers in the
UK and the first advertisement for PCOL
appeared in the last known issue of Pipe
Line No 57. 

Over the intervening period a great deal has
changed in the world of pipesmoking, but
today, celebrating its 40th anniversary, PCOL
is still a strong and growing organisation. It
is truly international, with over 300 members
in 26 countries across the world. Meetings
are held twice per month  in London and
Essex. All pipesmokers are very welcome to
attend and activities include competitions,
talks and quizzes on tobacco and pipes, visits
to famous pipemakers in UK and abroad and
most important of all, the camaraderie of 
fellow pipesmokers in a warm and friendly
atmosphere. Most recently an independent
film has been made about the club and is due
for release in autumn 2010. Fame at last!

You can learn more about us by going to
www.pipecluboflondon.com.

Happy pipesmoking!

James Ashmore
Public Relations Officer
Pipe Club of London

This article was compiled using material from
“The History Of The Pipe Club Of London” with
the kind permission of the author, Peter
Wiseman, Life President of the club.


